
Roy  LaGrone,  exhibiting  artist  bes ide  h is   work: 

(Right)  Ship's Log 5240 (Sharecropper Reflections) 

at Tupelo's GumTree

Museum of Art .

The photographic imagery of  Roy LaGrone drew plenty of  atten-
tion during its mid-August opening at the GumTree Museum of 
Art. Of course, it helped that LaGrone is a Tupelo native, now liv-
ing in Italy, whose work is garnering considerable interest in the 
art community.
     Besides family members beaming with pride at their relative’s 
accomplishments, the gal ler y f loor f i l led with fr iends and ar t-
lov ing admirers  of  LaGrone’s  work, shown in his  “ The Beauty
of  the Impossible”  exhibit. Drawn in by the beautiful complex-
ity, they stared carefully at the dozens of  pictures created from, 
well, pictures.
     LaGrone says his work blends “found”   items – bottle caps, bits

of  plast ic  and other  of  society ’s  flotsam 
and jetsam - with personalized photographs 
of interior and exterior places. One features 
a  dreamy image  of  h i s  mother ’s  beaut y  
shop, making the most practical of  spaces 
appear as something from a dream.
     “ I  was  concer ne d  how Tup e lo  would  
respond to this contemporary conceptual 
art,” said LaGrone. “It’s a great blessing to 
show what I’m doing, now.” Although he’s 
exhibited in numerous locales such as New 
York City, Havana and Italy, the current 
GumTree offer ing is  his  first  show in his  
hometown.
     LaGrone admits  to being “an enthusi-
ast of  fantasy and science fiction genres,” 
influences  c lear ly  ev ident  in  his  photo-
graphic creations. The exhibition’s title is, in 
fact, inspired from dialogue in his favorite 
fantasy film, “The Thief of Baghdad” (1940).
     Although it’s  cal led an ar t  “museum,”
Executive Director Tina Lutz concedes it
works just like an art gallery, where artists’
co l l e c t i on s  su ch  a s  “ T h e  B e a ut y  o f  t h e
Impossible” rotate throughout the year.
     T h e  Gu m Tre e  Mu s e u m  o f  A r t  o cc u -
p i e s  a n  o l d  d o w n t o w n  b a n k  b u i l d i n g
opened in 1905; in fact, part of  the vault
system is used to store the museum’s per-
manent ar t  col lection. Original ly named
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(Opposite page) A crowd enjoys the opening

of Roy LaGrone's GumTree showing.

(Below) Roy LaGrone and Tina Lutz, execu-
tive director of the GumTree Museum of Art,
pose for photographs during the recent
opening.

Tupelo Artist Guild Gallery, the building’s art mission began 
with its opening in 1985.
     Since then, Lutz explains that numerous changes have 
taken place. Among them is the name change, when the 
gallery combined art appreciation efforts with the Gum Tree 
Festival, which also changed its name, to Cellular South 
GumTree Festival, when the mobile phone service provided 
spnsorship.
     “We were originally a non-collecting gallery to bring 
museum-quality exhibitions,” says Lutz. That changed with 
its festival collaboration; each year the Best in Show 
Purchase Award is added to the museum’s collection, which

now numbers about 125 pieces.
     Phase 1 of the GumTree’s renovation is coming to an end. 
It comprised repainting, new air conditioning system, new 
doors and restoring the building’s upper windows, funded 
along with the museum’s other efforts by grants, sponsor-
ships and private contributions. Another phase, undertaken 
partially by museum employee Tanner Coleman, includes 
improving some storage space and re-novation of the kitchen 
and restrooms.
     “We couldn’t  do this  without help from the E.R.  
Carpenter Foundation, Renasant Bank and our board 
chairman, Peggy Oakes,” says Lutz.   
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GumTree Museum of Art
211 W. Main St. Tupelo
662.844.2787
Free Admission
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sat.

EXHIBITIONS
Through Sept. 20 –  “The Beauty
of the Impossible,” by Roy LaGrone

Oct. 1-Nov. 10 – Mississippi Art
Colony Traveling Exhibition

Dec. 30-Feb. 26, 2009 -- American
Masters of the Mississippi Gulf Coast


